
Faith. At one time, the 
Christian faith was the 
commonly held view of 
everyone, and it was easy 
to be Christian. It was as 
easy as falling in with what 
was expected: conforming. 
Today, it is easier to con-
form to today’s commonly 
held view, that there is no 
God or that it’s just a per-
sonal thing to keep to our-
selves. We are being 
called, through this Holy 
Week, to stand apart from 
the crowd, and not to be 
cowardly about it, but to 
raise our voices to own up 
to our faith in Jesus Christ. 
Come and join us this 
week for Holy Week. 
Place Jesus first. Be pre-
pared to own up to faith in 
him. Why not come to the 
walk of witness in 
Kidsgrove or the Stations 
on Biddulph High Street? 

It’s no surprise that Jesus 
calls people, even his fol-
lowers, sheep. We are 
very good, as human be-
ings, at flocking together. 
It may be to catch on to 
something new, or to dis-
miss something because 
others are against it. It is 
difficult to stand apart 
from the crowd, and to be 
different. Someone who 
stands up for something 
which is unpopular, even if 
it’s true, will be shouted 
down and ridiculed.  

The whole of the Holy 
Week story, which we 
hear again today in the 
Palm Sunday Mass, is one 
of crowds first of all gath-
ering together to welcome 
Jesus with wild exultation. 
Did they know who or 
what they were welcom-
ing? I guess most of them 
did not. And then within 

five short days the crowd 
are shouting ‘Crucify him!’ 
It was propaganda which 
turned the crowd from 
welcoming a potential 
Messiah to condemning a 
common criminal whose 
very existence, they be-
lieved, threatened their 
existence. 

We have to be careful not 
to be too much like sheep. 
We need to stand up for 
those who are wrongly 
condemned, and to be 
guided by justice and chari-
ty rather than by the opin-
ions of the press and me-
dia, or by those around us. 
The same is true of our 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
 St Peter Gonzales 

1190-1246 
Peter Gonzales, also 
known as St. Elmo or St. 
Telmo, was born to a Cas-
tilian noble family. He was 
educated by his uncle, 
the Bishop of Astorga, 
named canon of the local 
cathedral, famous for his 
penances and mortifica-
tions, joined the Domini-
can Order, preached and 
made chaplain of the court 

of King St. Ferdinand III. 
He converted and influ-
enced the soldiers of his 
country and evangelized. 
Peter evangelized through-
out his country and all 
along the coast. He had a 
special fondness for sailors. 
He used to visit them 
aboard their ships, preach-
ing the Gospel and praying 
for their needs. He was 
canonized in  1741 and 
his feast day is April 14th.� 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Biddulph Sunday 8.30am; Monday & Wednesday 9.45am; 
Thursday 6.30pm; Friday 5.30pm 
Goldenhill Sunday 10.30am; Monday & Tuesday 5.30pm; 
Friday 2pm 
Kidsgrove Saturday 6pm; Wednesday 5.30pm; Friday 
11.30am 
Packmoor Sunday 6pm; Saturday 11.30am 

Saturday 8th   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday In Thanksgiving (JC) 

Sunday 9th 9.00am    Holy Mass  Denzil Hunter 

Palm Sunday  11.00am   Holy Mass  People of the Parishes 

 1.00pm    Baptism  

    6.30pm Holy Mass In Thanksgiving (M&R) 

Monday 10th 9.15am    Holy Mass Maureen & Kenneth Green 

Holy Monday  6.00pm    Holy Mass & Stations Holy Souls 

Tuesday 11th 8.30am    Eucharistic Adoration  

   9.30am  Morning Prayer  

    2.15pm Stations of the Cross  

  6.00pm   Holy Mass Holy Souls 

Wednesday 12th 9.15am    Holy Mass Holy Souls 

Spy Wednesday   6.00pm  Holy Mass & Stations Ellen & George McHugh 

Thursday 13th 12noon    Biddulph Town Centre Stations of the Cross  

Maundy Thursday 7.30pm    Mass of the Lord’s 
Supper 

Bishop Humphrey Bright 

     Watching at the Altar of Repose until Midnight  

Friday 14th  8.00am   Matins & Lauds  

Good Friday   10.30am  Kidsgrove Walk of Witness (meet outside Aldi) 

   12noon  Family Stations of the Cross  

  3.00pm   Solemn Liturgy of the Passion   

 6.00pm    Liturgy of the Passion   

    7.30pm Stations of the Cross  

Saturday 15th  8.00am   Matins & Lauds  

Holy Saturday  9.00am   ALPHA  

    12noon Our Lady of Sorrows Devotion  

   8.30pm  Easter Vigil Mass People of the Parishes 

Sunday 16th                  9.00am    Holy Mass  Joan & Peter Jackson 

Easter Sunday   11.00am   Holy Mass  John & Stephen Edwards 

    6.30pm Holy Mass May Jenkins 

Holy Tuesday 9.15am    Holy Mass & Stations Holy Souls 

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 
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PASTORAL 

Parish Priest’s Surgery  
Fr Julian is available on Monday eve-
nings from 7pm to 8pm for enquiries 
regarding baptisms, weddings or any 
other matter. No need to book an 
appointment. After this Monday, Fr 
Julian won’t be available again until 
Monday 15th May. If you need to 
speak to him before then, please tel-
ephone the parish office.  

helpers on Friday. The Saturday ses-
sion is the last of the series, and is at 
the normal time.  

Alpha Reunion & the next step 
All of those who have been part of 
our first Alpha are invited to come to 
a reunion evening on Friday 12th 
May at 7pm. There will be a shared 
meal, and the launch of our new Dis-
ciple groups. Anyone else who would 
like to be part of a Disciple Group is 

Friendship Club The Club will 
next meet on Wednesday 26th April 
at Kidsgrove Town Hall at 2pm. Tea, 
coffee and biscuits for just a £2. If 
you need transport please contact 
Matt Ford on 07587034299. New 
members are always welcome; if you 
know of anyone who might benefit, 
please suggest coming along to them. 

RENOVATION 
Alpha Many thanks 
to everyone who has 
taken part in our first 
Alpha. Whether as 
leaders and helpers, or 
coming along week by week as a 
guest, you have made Alpha a great 
experience. Thank you. This week 
there is no meeting for leaders and 

Pilgrimage to Lourdes The Hotel 
Stella Matutina, where our parish 
group are staying in Lourdes, is now 
fully booked. There is still availability 
at other hotels being used by the dio-
cese; please contact the Parish Office 
for more details. For the pilgrims 
who have already booked, the details 
of coach pick up and times will not 
be issued until after 10th/11th May.  

YOUNG PEOPLE 

Baptisms 

Welcome to the family of the Church 
to George Andrew Clack who is be-
ing baptised today at English Martyrs 
Church.  

welcome to come. Please speak to Fr 
Julian if you are interested. 

Alpha Male Our next Alpha is for 
men only! It will run on Saturdays 
starting at 10am and will take place at  
The Cushion on Broadfield Road, 
beginning on Saturday 3rd June. All 
men from the parish and beyond are 
warmly welcome. Each session cun-
ningly ends around opening time… 

SOCIAL & OUTREACH 

PARISH REGISTERS 

HOLY WEEK 
Youth Pilgrimage to Rome We 
are going to take a young people’s 
group to Rome next February half 
term. It is for secondary age and sixth 
form (currently Years 6 to 12). Let 
Fr Julian know if you know someone 
who would like to go on this pilgrim-
age.  

Quiz Night Many thanks to the 
crowd who came on Wednesday 
night for the quiz night. We raised 
£350 for our youth pilgrimage fund. 
Thanks go especially to Victoria who 
organised the quiz and to the ladies 
who helped in the kitchen. 

At the Heart After the success of 
our first At the Heart evening for 
young people there will be another 
coming shortly. Watch this space! 
This will be followed by Youth Alpha 
during the summer months. 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps in the churches are 

for these intentions: 
English Martyrs: Lina Brinicombe 
St John’s: Janet Convey (PD); Tony 
Giannasi (PD) 
St Patrick’s: Fionn Hussey 
The lamps at all of our churches are 
available to be dedicated for a week. Min-
imum donation £5. Please see Fr Julian  
or, at St John’s, Tony Giannasi.  

Fasting & Abstinence Don’t for-
get that Good Friday is a day of fast-
ing and abstinence. That means all 
Catholics over 14 should not eat 
meat. All who are aged 18 to 59 
should limit food to one meal.  

Holy Week Choir  The final re-
hearsal is this Tuesday, 11th April  at 
St Joseph’s,  at 7.30pm.  

Cards Please pick up a Holy Week 
card for yourself. You can also use 
the cards to invite someone else to 
come with you during Holy Week. 
Don’t forget, Renovation is all about 
invitation! 

Biddulph Town Centre Stations 
We are taking our faith out on the 
street again on Thursday with Sta-
tions of the Cross. We meet to begin 
at 12noon sharp outside the Town 
Hall. 

Kidsgrove Walk of Witness 
Come along and join the ecumenical 
walk of witness on Good Friday at 
10.30am beginning outside Aldi. 
Come and give a witness to our faith, 
and to join in this new initiative. 

SVP Festival Biddulph SVP confer-
ence will be hosting the next District 
SVP Festival on Sunday 23rd April at 
2.30pm at English Martyrs Church. 
There will be prayer led by Fr Julian 
followed by a gathering in the meet-
ing room and a light afternoon tea. 
The afternoon is not just for SVP 
members, it is open to everyone. 

Church Cleaning at St Patrick’s 
Please come and help with cleaning 
the Church and getting ready for 
Easter on Tuesday after the Stations 
of the Cross.  

Care Home Prayer Service  The 
next prayer service will be at Maple 
Tree Court, Gloucester Road, 
Kidsgrove on Tuesday, 25th April at 
10.30am. Any parishioners who feel 
called to come and share the joy of 
faith are most welcome. 



Entrance Antiphon: The children of the Hebrews, 
carrying olive branches, went to meet the Lord, 
crying out and saying: Hosanna in the highest. 
Response to the Psalm: My God, my God, why have 
you forsaken me? 
Gospel Acclamation: [Praise to you, O Christ, king 
of eternal glory.] Christ was humbler yet, even to 
accepting death, death on a cross. But God raised 
him high and gave him a name which is above all 
names. [Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal 
glory.] 
Apostles’ Creed  
Preface of Passion Sunday Eucharistic Prayer III 
Acclamation:  We proclaim... 
Communion Antiphon: Father, if this chalice cannot 
pass without my drinking it, your will be done. 

THIS SUNDAY ’S L ITURGY 

THE DEANERY AND BEYOND 

Palm Sunday (A) 
CTS Sunday Missal page 232          

FUNDRAISING  

Collections 
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid 
£473.37, Non-Gift Aid £272.58, 
Total £745.95. Father Hudson’s 
£151.24, SVP £103.81. 
Goldenhill Gift Aid £271.50, Non-
Gift Aid £144.63, Total £416.13. 
Father Hudson’s £75.15. 
Kidsgrove Gift Aid £189.50, Non-
Gift Aid £113.04, Total £302.04. 
Father Hudson’s £138.47. 

Thinking about the Gospel 
Matthew 26:14-27:66 

"All this has come to pass that the writings of the prophets may be 
fulfilled," Jesus says in today's Gospel. Indeed, we have reached the 
climax of the liturgical year, when all that has been anticipated and 
promised is to be fulfilled. By the close of today's long Gospel, the work 
of our redemption will have been accomplished, the new covenant will 
be written in the blood of His broken body hanging on the cross at the 
place called the Skull. The taunts and torments we hear in the first read-
ing and psalm punctuate the Gospel as Jesus is beaten and mocked, as 
His hands and feet are pierced, as enemies gamble for His clothes, and as 
his enemies dare Him to prove His divinity by saving Himself from suf-
fering. He remains faithful to God's will to the end, does not turn back 
in His trial. Destined to sin and death as children of Adam's disobedi-
ence, we have been set free for holiness and life by Christ's perfect obe-
dience to the Father's will. This is why God greatly exalted Him. This is 
why we have salvation in His Name. Following His example of humble 
obedience in the trials and crosses of our lives, we know we will never 
be forsaken. We know, as the centurion today, that truly this is the Son 
of God  

Reconciliation Services Priests 
will be available for individual recon-
ciliation at St Augustine’s, Meir on 
Monday 10th April at 7pm. Also at St 
Giles, Cheadle and St Werburgh’s, 
Clayton on Tuesday 11th April at 
7pm.    

Easter Monday Men’s Mass The 
traditional Men’s Mass in honour of 
the Blessed Sacrament will be at 
10am at Sacred Heart, Hanley fol-
lowed by light refreshments. The 
celebrant is Rt Rev David McGough.  

Divine Mercy Sunday There will 
be a Holy Hour at St Augustine’s, 
Meir at 2.30pm on 23rd April, with 
veneration of the image, recitation of 

Second Collections This week    
Lenten Alms collection for Mary's 
Meals South Sudan Appeal. Good 
Friday Collection for Holy Places. 

Easter Offering Next Sunday there 
will be the Easter offering for the 
parish priest. The regular gift aid 
envelopes go to the parish. But please 
put all envelopes in the one collec-
tion and they will be sorted out later.  

Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 200 
Club Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 
This week’s draw: 1st Prize £20, 

the chaplet and Benediction. There 
will be exposition and confessions 
from 1pm. 

‘Sowing the Seeds’ - Growing in 
Faith Have you ever wished that you 
knew the Faith better, so as to be 
able to answer questions? Or thought 
you might help with explaining the 
Faith to others? “Sowing the seeds” is 
an 11 week course for those who 
would like to understand the Faith 
better and pass it on to others. It will 
be held on Tuesdays evenings, begin-
ning on 2nd May, from 7pm to 9pm 
in Holy Trinity Parish Centre, New-
castle. If you would like to enrol in 
this course please see Fr Julian or 

No.55 P Potts; 2nd Prize £10, 
No.124 J Cooper; 3rd Prize £5, 
No.163 M Cook. Monthly Subs are 
due and it’s a 5 week month. 

New Collection Envelopes For 
English Martyrs, St Joseph’s and St 
Patrick’s parishioners, your new box-
es of envelopes are available to col-
lect from church. If there are any 
changes to name or address please 
contact your gift aid organiser or 
Teresa in the parish office. 

APF Red Boxes Could Goldenhill 
Red Box holders bring their boxes to 
church to be counted, please?  

contact Teresa in the office for a 
form.  

Parish Vocations Awareness 
Day Everyone is invited to take part 
in a vocations awareness day at St 
Gregory’s, Longton on Saturday 6th 
May. The day starts at 9.30am with 
Mass followed by talks from Sr Gilli-
an Murphy and Fr David O’Malley. 
Please bring a packed lunch, the day 
will finish mid afternoon. 

Our Lady of Fatima For the cen-
tenary of the apparitions at Fatima, 
there will be a Solemn Mass and de-
votions on the Feast Day, Saturday 
May 13th, at Sacred Heart, Tunstall 
at 10am. Ends at 12 noon. 


